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USDA Urges Producers to Complete and Return the 2012 Census 
of Agriculture 

The USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) mailed the 2012 
Census of Agriculture during the last week of December and is asking for 
the help of farmers and ranchers in collecting accurate data.   

The Census of Agriculture is only conducted once every five years and 
captures a count of all U.S. farms, ranches and those who operate them. 
Everyone who receives a Census form is required to return the Census 
form, even if they no longer farm or have never been involved in 
agriculture. Retired operators who own land enrolled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) or Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) are counted 
as farms and should complete the Census form.  

Results of the Census are used by USDA, university research and 
extension, state and local officials, agribusinesses, farm organizations and 
commodity groups to make important policy and business decisions that 
impact people across the nation.  

Please return the Census by February 4, 2013. Producers can also 
complete the Census online at www.agcensus.usda.gov after receiving 
the Census form through the mail. Information reported by producers is 
confidential. The results of the Census show the strength and diversity of 
U.S. agriculture.  

Your answers to the Census can help grow your farm future, shape farm 
programs and boost services for you, your community and your industry.  

For questions or help completing the Census, contact NASS at (888) 424-
7828 
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IRS 1099 CHANGES 

In past years, IRS Form 1099-G was issued to show all program payments received from the Farm 
Service Agency, regardless of the amount. For calendar year 2012, the 1099-G reporting will change.  

IRS Form 1099-G (Report of Payments to Producers) will only be issued to producers whose 
reportable payments total $600 or more for the calendar year.  Additionally, if the producer has at 
least $600 in reportable payments received from multiple FSA offices, only one Form 1099-G will be 
issued. Producers subject to voluntary withholding or backup (involuntary) withholding will receive 
the appropriate IRS form, even if combined payments are less than $600.   

The same changes will apply to producers and vendors who normally receive IRS Form 1099-MISC 
from FSA.   

Any producer who receives less than $600 in combined payments should consult a tax advisor to 
determine if these payments must be reported on their tax return.  

For more information regarding IRS reporting changes, please contact the FSA office at (906) 428-
1060. 

 

Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Compliance 

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, compliance 
with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions is required. Farmers with 
HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements as specified in their 
conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to insure 
compliance. If you intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be 
reviewed to ensure any work will not jeopardize your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) 
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is necessary.    

For more information on Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions, contact your 
local FSA Office or visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/.    
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Foreign Buyers Notification  

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program for USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county 
are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the 
AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of 
the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.   

 

Farming Operation Changes 

Producers who have bought or sold land, or added or dropped rented land from their operation 
must report those changes to the FSA office as soon as possible. A copy of the deed or recorded land 
contract for purchase property is needed to maintain accurate records with FSA. Failure to do so can 
lead to possible program ineligibility and penalties. While making record updates, be sure to update 
signature authorizations. Making record changes now will save time in the spring.  

 

Bank Account Changes 

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into a bank account. In 
order for timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office when an 
account has been changed or if another financial institution purchases the bank where payments 
are sent. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to bank accounts and 
routing numbers.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9450, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 
877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 

 


