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1BAntrim/Otsego  
FSA Office 
108 Depot Street 
Bellaire, MI  49615 
Phone:  (231) 533-8542 
Fax:   (855) 643-5274    
 
County Executive Director: 
Kathy Y Kozlowski  
 
Program Technicians:  
Kathy B Johnson  
Kari E Tipton  
 
County Committee (COC): 
Roger Bolhuis, Chairman 
John Makarewicz, Vice Chair 
Anthony Prusakiewicz,  
Member  
Daniel Slivinski, Member  
Kevin Bargy, Member  
Deborah Milbocker, Advisor  
 
Farm Loan Manager:  
James Monroe  
231-941-0951   
 
Farm Loan Program 
Technician:  
Caleb Boge  
 
Next County Committee 
Meeting:  
January 23, 2014 
Time: 9:30am 

New County Committee Election Ballots to be mailed 
 
The County Committee Election ballots that were mailed to producers on 
Nov. 4 were incorrectly printed with the producer's name and address on the 
back of the ballot. County committee elections must use a secret ballot so 
the misprinted ballots cannot be used. Please destroy or recycle the 
misprinted ballot. If you have already voted, your ballot will be destroyed 
unopened.    
 
New ballots will be mailed to producers on December 20, 2013. These 
ballots will indicate that they are the corrected ballot in several places, 
including on the outside of the mailing, on the ballot and on the outside of 
the return envelope.    
 
The corrected ballot must be returned to the Antrim/Otsego County 
FSA Office or postmarked by January 17, 2014. All newly elected county 
committee members will take office February 18, 2014. All county committee 
members whose term expires on Dec. 31, 2013, will have their term 
extended to January 31, 2014.   
 
County committee members are an important component of the operations 
of FSA and provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. 
Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA 
programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make 
decisions on commodity price support programs; conservation programs; 
incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities; 
emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official 
regulations designed to carry out federal laws.    
 
To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate 
in an FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting age, but supervises 
and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm may also be eligible to 
vote.   
 
 

 

The candidate for committee member in this year’s election is John Makarewicz.  He is nominated for Local 
Administrative Area (LAA) #2 which represents the townships of Chestonia, Jordan, Star, Mancelona & Warner.  
2BMore information on county committees, such as the new 2013 fact sheet and brochures, can be found on the 
FSA website at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center. 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


 

Breaking New Ground 
 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for 
production as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program benefits in 
jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) provisions.  
 
Producers with HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in 
their conservation plan.   
 
Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure compliance.  If you 
intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not 
risk your eligibility for benefits.  
 
Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is necessary.    

 
Foreign Buyers Notification  
 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land 
to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for 
USDA.  
 
All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required 
to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could 
result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, 
Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of 
these reporting requirements.   

 
Controlled Substance 
 
Any person convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA 
payments or benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants 
include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants.  

 
Special Accommodations 
 
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing 
impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by 
phone.  

 
Appeal Process 
 
After an FSA official makes a decision on a request for USDA services or application, the producer will be sent a 
letter informing him/her of the decision and options that can be pursued.  
 
Generally, program participants have three choices — an informal review with the original agency decision-
maker, an opportunity for mediation and finally an appeal to the next level of authority within the agency.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),  
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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