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 Alpena, Alcona, Montmorency County Farm 
Service Agency News 

 

June 2010 
     
Alpena-Alcona-
Montmorency County 
FSA Service Center 
1900 W. M-32 
Alpena, MI  49707 
 
Phone:  
989-356-3596, ext 2 
 
Fax: 
989-356-2401 
 
Hours 
Monday – Friday    
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
Website 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi 
 
County Committee 
Janice Emerick 
John Herrick 
Edward McKinnon 
Daniel Smolinski 
Michael Timm 
Louella Byelich (Advisor) 
 
County Executive Director 
Kay Lumsden 
 
Farm Loan Manager 
Mack Franceour 
 
Office Staff 
Desiree Compeau 
Michelle Katona 
Janet Marwede 
 

Dates to Remember 
June 15 – Deadline to submit 
forms CCC-927/928 to IRS 
June 30 – Deadline to report 
fall-seeded small grains 
July 5 – Office closed in obser-
vance of Independence Day 
July 15 – Deadline to report all 
crops except fall-seeded small 
grain 
Aug 1 – Last day to request a 
farm combination or division 
Aug 2 – Deadline to submit 
COC election nominations 
Sept 30 – Final date to submit 
cash leases &/or signatures 
from landowners for 2010 DCP 
contract 
Continues – Farm Storage 
Facility Loans 
Continues – Continuous Con-
servation Reserve Program & 
CRP-SAFE 

 
 
 
 

 CERTIFICATION OF PLANTED ACRES
Deadline Fast Approaching!! 

 

The annual reporting of acres for all crops and 
land uses is required, including prevented 
planted and failed acreage, to receive benefits 
for a variety of FSA programs.  All cropland 
acres on the farm must be reported to receive 
benefits from the following programs: 
 

 Direct and Counter‐Cyclical Pro‐
gram(DCP); 

 Acreage Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE);  

 Marketing assistance loans and loan 
deficiency payments;   

 Conservation Reserve Program (CRP);

 Non‐insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 

 

Form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must ac-
count for all cropland on a farm, whether idle 
or planted.  Producers need to file their 
acreage reports by: 
 

 June 30, 2010 for fall seeded small 
grain crops; 

 July 15, 2010 for all crops, except fall 
seeded small grains. 

 
If the above stated deadlines are missed, a fee 
(per farm) will be assessed for late filed certi-
fications. 
 

 
 

MILK INCOME LOSS CONTRACT 
(MILC) 

 
There is a MILC payment for the month of 
April, 2010.  If you have not already pro-
vided the County office with April’s 
production, please do so immediately.  
This will help us in making your payment 
as timely as possible. 
 

 
 

 
Conservation Compliance  

Reminder 
 

All participants in USDA programs are re-
quired to have a conservation system in place 
on all the highly erodible land they operate. 
Several areas where problems can arise when 
complying with a conservation system are: 
renting new cropland, purchasing new crop-
land, breaking out additional cropland, 
shortening an established cropping rotation, 
planting new crops, and changing or removing 
existing conservation practices. 
 

It is very important that you contact the FSA 
office BEFORE doing any of the above. Also, 
it is very important that you contact your local 
County office BEFORE modifying (tiling, 
draining, dredging, filling or leveling) any 
wetland or drainage ditch. Failure to obtain 
advance approval for any of these situations 
can result in loss of all Federal payments and 
program eligibility. 
 

Maintenance of DCP/ACRE Program 
Acres 

DCP participants are required to protect all 
idle contract acres from erosion and weeds.  
Idle fields designated as “contract acres” must
have a sod cover, crop residue, or volunteer 
grasses.  Weeds are not an acceptable cover 
and must be mowed.  Failure to control weeds 
on contract acres will cost you program bene-
fits if the COC determines the producer failed 
to demonstrate a good faith effort to control 
weeds and/or erosion. 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

We recommend you call to make an appoint-
ment before coming to the office to conduct 
business.  This will enable us to prepare any 
necessary paperwork and research issues 

before your appointment. We realize how im-
portant your time is, and this will reduce the 

amount of time spent in the office. 
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Nominations for County Committee Open June 15 
County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of the operations of Farm Service Agency (FSA). They help 
in the delivery of FSA farm programs at a local level, as well as, work to make FSA farm programs serve the needs of local 
producers.  
  
Since County Committee elections happen once a year, here is a refresher. For election purposes, counties are divided 
into local administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA contributes one producer to serve a three-year term on the Farm Ser-
vice Agency County Committee. 
  
Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the committee member whose three-year term is expiring. For 2010, 
elections will be held in LAA #1, Montmorency County, which includes Montmorency, Hillman, Vienna, Briley, Avery, Al-
bert, Loud, and Rust Townships; and LAA #3, Alpena County, which includes Ossineke, Sanborn, and Wilson Townships. 
These positions are currently held by John Herrick (LAA #1) and Michael Timm (LAA #3). 
 
Nominations for candidates to run for the FSA county committee election representing producers in LAA #1 and LAA #3 
will be accepted from June 15 through August 2, 2010. 
 
Producers who are eligible to vote in these LAA’s, who participate or cooperate in an FSA Program, and are of legal voting 
age, may be nominated to serve on the county committee. 
 
Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Additionally, organizations representing minority and wom-
en farmers may nominate candidates. All farmers, ranchers and other agricultural producers are encouraged to participate. 
  
To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating agreement to serve if elected, 
and returned to the Alpena County FSA Office by the close of business on August 2, 2010, or postmarked by midnight 
August 2, 2010. 
  
 Following is an FSA-669A, Nomination Form for County FSA Committee Election, which includes further information on 
how to nominate a candidate.  More information on the elections is available at the county office or online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections .  
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United States Department of Agriculture 
Alpena-Alcona-Montmorency FSA Office 
1900 W. M-32 
Alpena, MI  49707 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400  
Independence Avenue, SW. Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 
(English Federal relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal relay).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOREIGN BUYERS NOTIFICATION 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to 
report their holding to the Secretary of Agriculture.  Foreign persons who have purchased or sold land in the coun-
ty are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing.  Failure to submit the AFIDA form 
could result in civil penalties of up to 25% of the fair market value of the property. 
 

ANNUAL PAYMENT LIMITATION NOTICE 
Payments for all FSA farm programs are governed by payment limitation and payment eligibility requirements.  
Payment limitations per person for 2010 are $40,000 for Direct Payments (DCP); $65,000 for Counter Cyclical 
Payments (DCP) and ACRE payments; $50,000 for CRP; no limits for market gains and LDP’s; $100,000 for Dis-
aster Assistance Programs; and $100,000 for NAP. 
 

SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS 
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing impair-
ment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact this County Office in person or by phone at (989)356-3596, 
ext. 2. 
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