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Harvest has started! Producers from the rice fields
of Southwest Louisiana to the corn, grain sorghum
and soybeans across the remainder of the State,
are harvesting hard earned 2015 crops. Early yield
reports range from very good to reports of
complete losses. One producer described yields
as being "all over the board". As we all know, the
weather patterns that caused early crop stresses
and/or losses also contributed to a significant flood
event on and along the Red River in Northwest
and Central Louisiana. These circumstances have
contributed to 26 parishes in the State being
declared as Presidential or Secretarial Disaster
Areas. In some cases, parishes receiving the
heaviest flood damages received both
designations.

County Office employees are busy trying to
complete ARCPLC enrollment for 2014 and 2015.
Please make your appointment as soon as
possible to conduct your business as it relates to
this program. Also be reminded that during your
visit to the Service Center, as a customer you are
entitled to, and should be offered, a receipt for the
services provided to you by USDA.

We trust that the information below will be helpful
to you.
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Farm Safety

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand, it can kill quickly. It takes less
than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.

The mechanical aspects of grain handling equipment, also present a real danger. Augers, power
take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing.

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not
to mention children. It is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm
equipment. Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure
everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged.

Operating farm equipment on the highways is also dangerous, not only to the operators, but to
motorists as well. Please be aware of equipment on our highways and by-ways and be courteous
and safe drivers. Farm equipment can take up more than just the lane they are in, so please pay
attention and arrive at your destination safely.

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year, and that begins with putting safety first.

USDA Announces Conservation Incentives for Working
Grass, Range and Pasture Lands

Beginning Sept. 1, farmers and ranchers can apply for financial assistance to help conserve working
grasslands, rangeland and pastureland while maintaining the areas as livestock grazing lands.

The initiative is part of the voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a federally funded
program that for 30 years has assisted agricultural producers with the cost of restoring, enhancing
and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and trees to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and
reduce loss of wildlife habitat. In return, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides
participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. CRP has helped farmers and ranchers
prevent more than 8 billion tons of soil from eroding, reduce nitrogen and phosphorous runoff
relative to cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively, and even sequester 43 million tons of
greenhouse gases annually, equal to taking 8 million cars off the road.

The CRP-Grasslands initiative will provide participants who establish long-term, resource-
conserving covers with annual rental payments up to 75 percent of the grazing value of the land.
Cost-share assistance also is available for up to 50 percent of the covers and other practices, such
as cross fencing to support rotational grazing or improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators or
other wildlife. Participants may still conduct common grazing practices, produce hay, mow, or
harvest for seed production, conduct fire rehabilitation, and construct firebreaks and fences.

With the publication of the recent CRP regulation, the Farm Service Agency will accept applications
on an ongoing basis beginning Sept. 1, 2015, with those applications scored against published
ranking criteria, and approved based on the competiveness of the offer. The ranking period will
occur at least once per year and be announced at least 30 days prior to its start. The end of the first
ranking period will be Nov. 20, 2015.

To learn more about participating in CRP-Grasslands or SAFE, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp or
consult with the local Farm Service Agency county office. To locate a nearby Farm Service Agency
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. To learn more about the 30th anniversary of CRP, visit
www.fsa.usda.qov/CRPis30 or follow on Twitter using #CRPis30.
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Reporting Organic Crops

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals

address

telephone number

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer
zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Offers Flood Impacted Louisiana Farmers and
Ranchers Immediate Disaster Assistance

Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy
Rains

Louisiana Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal
farm program benefits that may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy
rains and flooding.

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in
their recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs and
loans include:

Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur
due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must have purchased
NAP coverage for 2015 crops.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) — provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree
growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) -
provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or
other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs. ELAP covers
physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was purchased or mechanically harvested
forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the producer's eligible livestock. In order to be
considered eligible, harvested forage must be baled; forage that is only cut, raked or windrowed is
not eligible. Producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days
of when the loss is apparent.
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ELAP also covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has been forced to
remove livestock from a grazing pasture due to floodwaters.

For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive
has been destroyed by a natural disaster including flooding, high winds and tornadoes.

Emergency Loan Program — Available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county
under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest loans help
producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding.

Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers
to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.

HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and ranchers to
share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another feature to post
advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability of grazing land or ads
requesting a need for land to graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet.

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting
and failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-
576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact
your local FSA Office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

2015 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list
of county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e |If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA
office.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.
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Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management Agency
(RMA) to Prevent Fraud, Waste, and Abuse.

FSA supports the RMA in the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of the Federal Crop Insurance
Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist RMA and insurance providers by monitoring
crop conditions throughout the growing season. FSA will continue to refer all suspected cases of
fraud, waste and abuse directly to RMA. Producers can report suspected cases to the county office
staff, the RMA office, or the Office of the Inspector General.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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