
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSERVATION LOANS 
 
The Conservation Loan (CL) program will 
provide farm owners access to credit to 
implement conservation techniques that will 
conserve natural resources.  Loans are 
available currently at a 4.5% rate for either 7 
or 20 years depending on the security 
pledged. CL funds can be used to implement 
conservation practices approved by the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), such as the installation of 
conservation structures; installation of water 
conservation measures; establishment or 
improvement of permanent pastures; 
implementation of manure management; and 
the adaptation of other emerging or existing 
conservation practices, techniques or 
technologies. Unlike FSA’s traditional farm 
ownership and operating loan programs that 
are targeted toward smaller and less 
financially established farmers, eligibility 
requirements are expanded to permit the 
agency to provide assistance to some 
applicants who may be large and financially 
strong.  In fact, for those applicants with a 
strong financial position, paperwork 
requirements can be significantly reduced by 
eliminating the requirement to provide a 
cash flow and its supplementary 
documentation. Direct Conservation Loans 
have loan limits up to $300,000. Guaranteed 
Conservation Loans up to $1,112,000 are 
available from lenders working with FSA. 
 

Crop Reporting 

The annual, timely and accurate reporting of 
acres for all crops and land uses, including 
failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits 
for a variety of Farm Service Agency 
programs.  All cropland on the farm must be 
reported to receive benefits from the Direct 
and Counter-cyclical Program, marketing 
assistance loans and Load Deficiency 
Payments. 

Conservation Reserve Program acreage must 
be reported to receive annual rental payments. 
And, crop acreage for Non-insured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) must also 
be reported.  A total farm acreage report is 
required for producers interested in a 
Supplemental Revenue (SURE) Assistance 
Program Payment,  including grass acreage 
which the producer has an interest. 
Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of 
Acreage, must account for all cropland on a 
farm, whether idle or planted. Producers need 
to file their acreage reports by May 31st  for 
small grains and August 1st  for  Spring 
seeded crops. 
 

COC ELECTION RESULTS 
 
The Jackson County Committee election 
was recently held for Local Administrative 
Area 1.  Congratulations to our newest 
committee member Larry Amon who was 
elected to represent producers in the 
northern portion of Jackson County.  We 
would like to thank our outgoing committee 
member Henry Williams, who has served on 
the committee the previous nine years.  
Committee members are elected to a three 
year term with a maximum three 
consecutive – 3 year terms served. 
 
 
Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Payments (SURE) 
 
As a critical element of the FSA farm 
safety net, the Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Payments Program (SURE) 
provides financial assistance to 
producers who suffer qualifying losses 
due to natural disasters. Deadline for 
enrollment in SURE is announced 
annually. To qualify for SURE requires 
that producers implement risk 
management measures by enrolling in 
either crop insurance or Non-Insured 
Crop Assistance Program (NAP) for all 
crops. SURE evaluates qualifying 
losses based on total farm revenue, not 
individual crop losses. 
 
 
Change in Farming Operation 
 
If you have bought or sold land, or if you 
have picked up or dropped rented land 
from your operation, make sure you 
report the changes to the office as soon 
as possible. You need to provide a copy 
of your deed or recorded land contract 
for purchased property. Failure to 
maintain accurate records with FSA on 
all land you have an interest in can lead 
to possible program ineligibility and 
penalties. Update signature 
authorization when changes in the 
operation occur. Producers are 
reminded to contact the office of a 
change in operations on a farm so that 
records can be kept current and 
accurate. 
 
 
Commodity Loans and LDPs 
 
June 1 is the final date to request marketing 
assistance loans or loan deficiency 
payments for 2010 feed grains, oilseeds, and 
cotton. 
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Committee meetings held the 
first Thursday of each month 
starting at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all of its 
programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital 
status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual 
orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an 
individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for 
communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Stop 9410, Washington, DC 
20250-9410, or call toll-free at 
(866) 632-9992 (English) or 
(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 
377-8642 (English Federal-
relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay). 
USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and 
employer. 
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Direct & Counter-Cyclical Payment Program 
(DCP) 
 
Signup for the Direct and Countercyclical Payment (DCP) 
Program occurs annually with a June 1 deadline. Signup 
in the ACRE option is also available through June 1 each 
year. If you elect the ACRE option, you are committed to 
this option through 2012, but you are still required to 
enroll annually by June 1. FSA computes DCP Program 
payments using base acres and payment yields 
established for each farm. Eligible producers receive 
direct payments at rates established by statute regardless 
of market prices. Each year you may request to receive 
advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the 
direct payment for each commodity associated with the 
farm. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on 
market prices and are issued only when the effective 
price for a commodity is statutorily set below its target 
price.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) 
Program 
 
The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is a 
revenue-based commodity program authorized by the 
2008 Farm Bill as an alternative to DCP. Sign up for 
ACRE occurs between October 1 and June 1 each crop 
year. The ACRE alternative provides eligible producers a 
state level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year state 
Olympic average yield and the 2-year national average 
price. 
Producers who elect the ACRE program for a farm agree 
to: 
• forgo counter-cyclical payments; 
• accept a 20-percent reduction of the direct 

payments; 
• accept a 30-percent reduction in loan rates for all 

commodities produced on the farm.  
 
The ACRE program was created to give producers an 
option in lieu of traditional counter-cyclical payments. To 
elect ACRE for a farm the first year, producers must 
complete an election form CCC-509 ACRE as well as an 
enrollment form. The producer must again enroll each 
year the producer intends to participate and receive 
benefits. 

 
 
 
 
 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
 
  

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program allows 
producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest 
financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling 
facilities.  
 
The maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL 
is $500,000. Participants are required to provide a down 
payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the 
remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligible storage 
facility and permanent drying and handling equipment. 
New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available 
depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates for 
each term rate may be different and are based on the rate 
which CCC borrows from the Treasury Department. 
 
Payments are available in the form of a partial 
disbursement and the remaining final disbursement. The 
partial disbursement will be available after a portion of 
the construction has been completed. The final fund 
disbursement will be made when all construction is 
completed. The maximum amount of the partial 
disbursement will be 50 percent of the projected and 
approved total loan amount. 
 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA 
county office that maintains the farm's records. An FSFL 
must be approved before any site preparation or 
construction can begin. 
 
The following commodities are eligible for farm storage 
facility loans: 

• Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, 
wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested as  
whole grain 

• Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley 
harvested as other-than-whole grain 

• Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and dry peas 
• Hay 
• Renewable biomass 
• Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold 

storage facilities 
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