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Agriculture & Environment
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Jim Baird - Mid Atlantic States Director
Presentation to the 
Dairy Industry Advisory Committee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quick overview of our new Agriculture & Environment Campaign to help farmers and ranchers improve water quality and combat climate change.Exciting opportunities…positive response from funders, partners, and policymakersGoal for today: have you understand the campaign and our projects so when you leave you can tell others about itGive you a sense of where AFT is coming from. Why we feel this campaign is importantQuick overview of our work in the ChesapeakeGet out of the way for Gerald HeatwoleHandouts on the table



How does AFT protect farmland?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
AFT started out in the FLP Business before Ag easements were born. Address the permanent loss of prime ag soils and permanent protection of basis of the industry. But what keeps land in farming is a vibrant industry. So we focus on these 3 elementsAnd then the env. Always been part of the mission. Protect the land base and ensure its environmentally well managed. But in the last 30 years we have seen this aspect grow in importance. Both as a threat, and as an opportunity.



Agriculture is the largest user of land and 
water in the U.S.

Agriculture significantly affects our 
nation’s environment

AFT AG & Environment Initiative

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With more than half of all the land in continental US being managed by farmers and ranchers, Ag has a profound impact on the environment…in many areas ag is the major sources of nitrogen entering our waterwaysSo challenge is how to help farmers improve water quality and reduce greenhouse gases?Details:The hard fact is that runoff of topsoil, nutrients and chemicals from agriculture lands is a major source of pollution for rivers and wetlands.2/3 of our coastal waterways degraded by nutrient pollution, primarily nitrogen…with ag being the major source of nitrogen in many areas, esp. Chesapeake Bay and Mississippi River Basin



Chesapeake Bay Restoration
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Presentation Notes
Lets say agriculture in the bay is like this boat sailing on the sea. It’s a little chopy and lots of hard work but it goes on. And the bay AGREEMENT COMES ALONG. THEN

http://rossandjonusetheinternet.files.wordpress.com/2008/07/perfect_storm_1.jpg�


Take aways
• It’s a big number – 197 N/15 P m lbs per yr
• It’s a big hammer – Regulating non point 

sources
• It addresses all sources
• Treated acres, verified with compliance 

measures = Reasonable Assurance 
• Additional resources and guarantees are on 

the table ($, TA, markets)
• Targeting is key for cost effectiveness and 

reducing the pressure
• Innovation and new technology



Valuing Ag’s Place
• “Losing Farms and Forests is not in the 

interest of the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem. 
Maintaining the viability of agriculture is an 
essential component to sustaining 
ecosystems in the Bay. Environmentally 
sound farming is a preferred land use in the 
region and we are committed to strong 
partnerships." – (Executive Order Draft Strategy)
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