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2011  FSA  County  Committee 
Elections 

The election of agricultural producers  
 
 
 

2011 FSA County Committee 
Elections 

The elections of agriculture producers 
to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees is important to ALL farmers 
and ranchers, whether beginning or long-
established, large or small. It is crucial that 
every eligible producer participate in these 
elections because FSA county committees 
are a link between the agricultural 
community and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.   

County Committee (COC) members 
are a critical component of FSA 
operations.  The intent is to have the COC 
reflect the makeup of the producers and to 
represent all constituents.  This means 
wherever possible, minorities, women or 
lower income producers need to be on the 
committee to speak for these 
underrepresented groups.   

County committees provide local 
input on commodity price support loans 
and payments, conservation programs, 
incentive, indemnity and disaster payments 
for some commodities, emergency 
programs and payment eligibility. 

FSA county committee members 
apply their judgment and knowledge to 
make local decision and operate within 
official regulations designed to carry out 
federal rules, regulations and laws.  

 
Election Period 

June 15, 2011 – COC nomination 
period begins.  

 Aug. 1, 2011 - COC nomination 
forms (FSA-669A) due at the local USDA 
Service Center 

 Nov. 4, 2011 – COC ballots mailed to 
eligible voters 

 Dec. 5, 2011 - Last day to return 
completed COC ballots to the USDA 
Service Center 

 Jan. 2, 2012 - Newly elected COC 
members take office 

Who Can Hold Office 
 
 
 
 

 
Who Can Hold Office 

To hold office as a county committee 
member, a person must meet the basic 
eligibility criteria as follows: 

 Participate or cooperate in a program 
administered by FSA 

 Be eligible to vote in a county 
committee election 

 Reside in the LAA in which the person 
is a candidate 

Candidates must not have been: 
 Removed or disqualified from the 

office of county committee member, alternate 
or employee 

 Removed for cause from any public 
office or have been convicted of fraud, larceny, 
embezzlement or any other felony 

 Dishonorably discharged from any 
branch of the armed services. 

For more information about county 
committee elections, contact the county office 
staff. 

 
Nominations 

Nominees must complete and sign form 
FSA-669A available at USDA Service Centers 
and online at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa
0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf 

Nomination forms for the 2011 election 
must be postmarked or received in the local 
USDA Service Center by close of business on 
Aug. 1, 2011.   

Agricultural Producers who are residents 
in the LAA holding the election and who 
participate or cooperate in an FSA program 
and are of legal voting age may be nominated 
to serve on the county committee. 

 
LAA’s Accepting Nominations 
 Each year, an election is held in an LAA to 
replace the committee member whose three-
year term is expiring. In counties with three 
LAAs, one seat is up for election. Currently 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

LAA 2 is up for election. LAA – 2 serves 
the central portion of Payette County lying 
north of the Farmers irrigation canal, 
extending as far east as the Gem County 
line while surrounding the outer lying areas 
of New Plymouth and the south east 
sections of Fruitland while extending as far 
north as Willow Creek drainage, with the 
western section bordering the Oregon State 
line. New beginning farmers and ranchers 
are encouraged to participate in the 
election process.    

Nominations for candidates to run for 
the Farm Service Agency county 
committee election representing producers 
in a Local Administrative Area will be 
accepted from June 15 through Aug. 1, 
2011.  

Individuals may nominate themselves 
or others as candidates. Also, organizations 
representing socially disadvantaged 
minorities and women farmers or ranchers 
may also nominate candidates. 

 
Who Can Vote 

Agricultural producers of legal voting 
age (18 years) may be eligible to vote if 
they participate or cooperate in any FSA 
program. A person who is not of legal 
voting age but supervises and conducts the 
farming operations of an entire farm may 
also be eligible to vote. More information 
about voting eligibility  

 

Farm Reconstitutions 
At FSA, farms are “constituted” to 

group all tracts having the same owner and 
the same operator under one farm serial 
number.  When changes in ownership or 
operation take place, a farm reconstitution 
is necessary.  If multiple owners and/or 
operators do not agree about program 
participation and want to separate acres by 
programs, for example to enter only a 
segment of property into the new ACRE 
program, then producers should inquire 
about a reconstitution of the farm at the 
local FSA office. 
The reconstitution—or recon—is the 
process of combining or dividing farms or 
tracts of land based on the farming 
operation.   NOTE:    to be effective  for  the 
current year, recons must be requested 
 by  August  1,  2011  for  farms  enrolled  in 
specific programs 

 

Crop Reports  
The timely and accurate reporting of acres for 
all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a 
variety of Farm Service Agency programs.   
 
All cropland on the farm must be reported to 
receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans 
and Load Deficiency Payments. Conservation 
Reserve Program acreage must be reported to 
receive annual rental payments. And, crop 
acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) must also be 
reported.   
 
Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of 
Acreage, must account for all cropland on a 
farm, whether idle or planted. Producers need 
to file their acreage reports by June 30, 2011. 
 
Prevented Planting: Prevented planting needs 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after 
the final planting date. 

Failed Acreage: Reports of failed acreage 
must be filed before disposition of the crop, 
and producers must be able to establish to the 
satisfaction of the county committee that the 
crop failed and was prevented from being 
replanted through the normal planting period 
because of natural disaster conditions. 

Call and make your appointment: Please  call 
the  office  @  208.642‐4402  ext  2  and  make 
your appointment to report your crops. 
 
Reminder  cards will  not  be  sent  out  due  to 
budget cuts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

NO  MORE REMINDERS 
 

Due to budget cuts this will be the last newsletter you will receive this fiscal year.  It is 
important for all producers to contact the office and make appointments for signing up their 
DCP contracts and completing their crop reports.  The deadline for having all DCP contracts 
signed is June 1.  All crops must be reported and certified by June 30 2011. 

Appointment cards and reminder cards will not be mailed due to the budget. 
Please call the office at 208.642.4402 and make your appointment.

 
Selected Interest Rates for 

May  2011 
 90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 
Direct Farm Operating Loans  2.625% 
Direct Farm Ownership and 
Conservation Loans 

5.000% 

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 
Down Payment, Beginning 
Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 
 

 

Dates to Remember 

June 1 
Deadline for Farm Record 
Changes 

June 1  DCP Sign Up Ends 
June 1 ACRE Sign Up Ends 
June 30 Deadline for Crop reports 
  
Continues Continuous Conservation 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, lender and employer. 
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