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2011 FSA County Committee 
Elections 

The election of agricultural producers to 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county commit-
tees is important to ALL farmers. Commit-
tees provide local input on commodity price 
support loans and payments, conservation 
programs, incentive, indemnity and disaster 
payments for some commodities, emergency 
programs and payment eligibility.C members 
apply their judgment and knowledge to make 
local decision and operate within official 
regulations designed to carry out federal 
rules, regulations and laws.  

 

Election Period 
June 15 - nomination period begins.  
Aug. 1 - nomination forms (FSA-669A) due 
at the local USDA Service Center 
Nov. 4 - ballots mailed to eligible voters 
Dec. 5, 2011 - last day to return ballots 
Jan. 2, 2012  - newly elected COC members 
take office. 
 

Who Can Hold Office 
Basic eligibility criteria to hold office as 

a county committee member is as follows: 
 Participate or cooperate in a program ad-
ministered by FSA 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee 
election 
 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a 
candidate 

Candidates must not have been: 
 Removed or disqualified from the office of 
county committee member, alternate or em-
ployee 
 Removed for cause from any public office or 
have been convicted of fraud, larceny, embez-
zlement or any other felony 
 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of 
the armed services. 

 

For more information about county com-
mittee elections, contact the county office staff. 

 

Nominations 
        Nominees must complete and sign form 
FSA-669A, available on page 3 of this news-
letter, at USDA Service Centers, and online at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.govInternet/FSA_File/
fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf 
Nomination forms for the 2011 election must 
be postmarked or received in the local USDA 
Service Center by close of business on Aug. 1, 
2011.   

Agricultural producers who participate or 
cooperate in an FSA program may be nomi-
nated for candidacy.   

 

Who Can Vote 
Agricultural producers of legal voting age 

(18 years) may be eligible to vote if they par-
ticipate or cooperate in any FSA program. A 
person who is not of legal voting age but su-
pervises and conducts the farming operations 
of an entire farm may also be eligible to vote. 

 

 

May 2011 

Crop Reporting 
 

The annual, timely and accurate reporting of acres for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All crop-
land on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the 
Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans 
and Loan Deficiency Payments. CRP acreage must be reported to 
receive annual rental payments. And, crop acreage for Non-insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) must also be reported. 
Crop reports must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle 
or planted. Prevented planting needs be reported no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date. 

Acreage Reporting 
Deadline: 

June 30th 
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DCP Signup  
 

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) will con-
tinue through June 1, 2011. USDA urges 
producers to make use of the eDCP auto-
mated website to sign up, or producers can 
visit any USDA Service Center to com-
plete their 2011 DCP contract. 
  

USDA computes DCP Program payments 
using base acres and payment yields estab-
lished for each farm. Eligible producers 
receive direct payments at rates estab-
lished by statute regardless of market 
prices. For 2011, eligible producers may 
request advance direct payments based on 
22 percent of the direct payment. 
For more information on this or other pro-
grams, simply contact the nearest FSA 
office. 
  

Hispanic and Women 
Farmers 

A process to resolve the claims of 
Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers 
who believe they were discriminated 
against when seeking USDA farm loans is 
being established. 

If you believe that the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) im-
properly denied farm loan benefits to you 
during certain time periods between 1981 
and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or 
because you are female, you may be eligi-
ble to apply for compensation. 

 
For additional information on this 

claims process and other settlement issues 
contact: 

 
Hispanic and Women Farmer 
Claims Process  
www.farmerclaims.gov or   
1-888-508-4429 
 
Pigford  - Black Farmers Dis-
crimination Litigation 
www.blackfarmercase.com or  
1-866-950-5547 
 
Keepseagle  - Native American 
Farmers Class Action Settlement  
www.IndianFarmClass.com or  
1-888-233-5506 

NAP Records 
Production records for individual crops 

need to be filed at the FSA office to establish 
an approved NAP yield.  If this is your first 
year in NAP, you can provide production and 
acreage information from prior years to estab-
lish your yield.  If you participated in NAP in 
previous years, you must report your produc-
tion and acreage on a yearly basis to keep your 
yield up-to-date.  Records submitted must be 
reliable or verifiable and need to show crop 
disposition.  All production records must be 
submitted by the subsequent crop year’s 
final acreage reporting date. 

 

NAP Loss Filing 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to 

report failed acreage and prevented planting 
and may be completed by any producer with 
an interest in the crop. Timely filing the Notice 
of Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUD-
ING GRASSES. For losses on crops covered 
by NAP and crop insurance, you must file a 
notice of loss in the FSA County Office within 
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or 
when losses become apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acre-
age report and CCC-576 must be filed within 
15 calendar days of the final planting date for 
the crop. 

 

AGI and the IRS 
USDA has a Memorandum of Under-

standing with the Internal Revenue Service to 
establish an electronic information exchange 
process for verifying compliance with the ad-
justed gross income (AGI) provisions for farm 
programs.  Written consent will be required 
from each producer or payment recipient for 
the tax review process.  No actual tax data will 
be included in the verification report that IRS 
sends to FSA.   

The agreement ensures that payments are 
not issued to producers whose AGI exceeds 
certain limits.  The limits set in the 2008 Farm 
Bill are $500,000 nonfarm average AGI for 
commodity and disaster programs; $750,000 
farm average AGI for direct payments; and $1 
million nonfarm average AGI for conservation 
programs.  
 

Participants in CCC programs subject to aver-
age AGI rules must submit form CCC-927 
(Individual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to 
the Internal Revenue Service by June 15 to 
avoid interruption of program benefits.  These 
forms may be obtained from local FSA and 
NRCS offices. 
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Bear Lake County 
Farm Service Agency 
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Did Your Bank Change? 
If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your payment could be delayed.  Payments are now electroni-

cally transferred into your bank account. If we are not aware of changes to your account and have incorrect routing 
numbers, there could be problems. For FSA to make timely payments it is important that any changes in producer’s 
account such as type of account, bank mergers, routing number or account numbers, be provided to the county office 
promptly to avoid possible payment delay.   

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an 
individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-
6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 Dates to Remember 

June 1 Deadline - Farm Record Changes 

June 1 ACRE Signup Ends 

June 1 2011 DCP Enrollment Ends 

June 30th Deadline - Acreage Reporting 

Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve  
Program 

Selected Interest Rates for May  2011  

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 

Farm Operating - Direct 2.625% 

Farm Ownership -  Direct 5.000% 

Conservation Loan 5.000% 

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay-
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility—7 Yr 
                                      10 Yr 
                                      12 Yr 

2.875% 
3.5% 

3.75% 
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