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July 2014 

NEWSLETTER 

2012 & 2013 ELAP LOSSES MUST BE FILED BY AUG. 1, 2014 FOR HONEYBEE, 
LIVESTOCK AND FARM-RAISED FISH LOSSES 

 

Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses have until Au-
gust 1, 2014, to submit a notice of loss and application for payment under the Emergency As-
sistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP).  
 
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-
raised fish that have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as bliz-
zards and wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for losses not covered by the Livestock For-
age Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). Producers who suffered eligible 
livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 and 2013 program years must sub-
mit a notice of loss and application for payment to their local FSA office by August 1, 
2014. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must be 
submitted by November 1, 2014. 
   
For more information, producers can review the ELAP Fact Sheet on the Farm Bill webpage. 
Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for 
these programs. 
 

USDA ANNOUNCES NEW SUPPORT FOR BEGINNING FARMERS AND RANCHERS 
Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Re-

source to Support Next Generation of Farmers 
 
USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy chang-
es to improve the financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also 
unveiled www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop 
resource where beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives 
designed to help them succeed.  
 
USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, 
including: how to increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; partici-
pate in conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk management tools; and access 
USDA education, and technical support programs.  These issues have been identified as top 
priorities by new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about begin-
ning farmers who have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business 
operations.  
 
These policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include: 
 
 Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-

Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year.  NAP provides 
risk management tools to farmers who grow crops for which there is no crop insurance 
product. Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency of-
fices, farmers and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and cer-
tified to being a beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service 
fee refund.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing�
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/newfarmers?navid=newfarmers�
http://www.usda.gov/newfarmers�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Notice/nap_162.pdf�


 

 Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new and begin-
ning farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the primary nesting 
season on enrolled land consistent with approved conservation plans.  Previously, farmers and ranch-
ers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction in CRP payments of up to 25 percent.  Waiving 
these reductions for new and beginning farmers will provide extra financial support during times of 
emergency like drought and other natural disasters.  

 Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance for Live-
stock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).   Under this provision, beginning and 
farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under ELAP.   This is a fifty 
percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new and beginning farmers. 

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is available at 
www.usda.gov. 

 

USDA FARM OWNERSHIP LOANS 
Successful farmers will tell you that there is no better life than being a farmer. USDA Farm Service Agen-
cy plays an active role in helping achieve this through FSA’s Farm Ownership loan Program. Idaho FSA 
has provided 65 farm ownership loans totaling over $14 million so far in FY 2014. This is already double 
the 26 loans provided in FY 2013 and funding is still available. 
  
FSA’s farm loan programs are designed to help family farmers to start, purchase or expand their farming 
operation. FSA’s Direct Farm Ownership loans provide farmers and ranchers the opportunity to: 

 Purchase farmland 
 Construct and repair buildings 
 Make farm improvements 
 

There is no minimum loan amount. The maximum loan amount for a direct farm ownership loan is 
$300,000. There is no required down payment and the maximum repayment term is 40 years. 
Other purposes for farm ownership loans could include, enlarging an existing farm, paying closing costs, 
and promoting soil and water conservation and protection 
 

To learn more about obtaining a farm ownership loan contact your local county office to schedule an  
appointment with a farm loan officer. 
 

Managed Haying or Grazing of CRP Acres Available After August 1  
Participants enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) may request to hay or graze certain 
acres enrolled in CRP under managed haying/grazing provisions. The earliest date that any CRP acreage 
can be hayed or grazed is August 2nd.  
 

The hay harvested from CRP may be used by the participant, sold or given to another individual. In order 
for the acreage to be hayed, CRP participants must visit their local FSA office to sign a request to hay the 
acreage and amend their conservation plan prior to any acreage being hayed.  
 

Not all CRP acreage is eligible for haying. Any acreage that has been seeded to a cover within the last 12 
months or planted trees or shrubs, any acreage within 120 feet of a stream or other permanent water body, 
any acreage enrolled as a filter strip, or any other CRP practice prohibited by policy from being hayed is 
ineligible for haying. In addition, the haying of CRP acreage is only allowed once every five years. 

Producers who hay CRP acreage will receive a 25 percent reduction in their annual CRP payment on the 
actual acres that are hayed and must agree to revise the ending date of the nesting season to August 1 for 
all practices on their contract.  
 

Under the managed haying provisions producers are allowed to take one cutting of hay from August 2 
through September 15 and any bales stored on the acreage must be removed by September 30.  
Managed grazing of CRP acres is also available, but only on CRP contracts that were approved before 
July 28, 2010. The same restrictions apply to grazing as there are for haying. 

As of February 7, 2014, beginning farmers conducting prescribed or routine grazing will not receive a 
reduction in their CRP annual rental payment. 

CRP participants must first visit their local FSA office to sign the haying or grazing request. Haying or 
grazing cannot begin until the participant receives written approval in the form of a letter from our office. 
Producers who hay or graze CRP acreage without first obtaining approval from FSA will be subject to 
payment reductions and/or contract termination.  
Please contact your local FSA office with any questions.  
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FARM SERVICE AGENCY ANNOUNCES TREE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAP) SIGN-UP  
 

As of  Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natu-
ral disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). 
TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program.  TAP provides 
financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible 
trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. 
Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. 
Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent 
mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned 
when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which 
the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, 
bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  

 
 

USDA’S FARM SERVICE AGENCY (FSA) OFFERS FARM BILL WEBSITE AND 
ONLINE OVERVIEW OF FARM BILL PROGRAMS 

 

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our 
recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency 
Customers?  
 
 

LIVESTOCK DISASTER ASSISTANCE SIGN-UP UNDERWAY 
Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are author-
ized by the 2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to cover losses that 
occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011.  
 

To expedite applications, all producers who experienced losses are encouraged to bring records docu-
menting those losses to their local FSA Office. Producers should record all pertinent information of  
natural disaster consequences, including:  
 
 Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, supplemented if  

 possible by photographs or video records of ownership and losses 
 Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts 
 Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals to new pastures 
 Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed 
 

Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and production records 
Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs: 
 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP): 
LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to 
drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. Eligible producers 
must physically be located in a county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal grazing peri-
od for the county. Producers who suffered eligible grazing losses should submit a completed CCC-853 
and supporting documentation by January 30, 2015. 
 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP): 
LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by 
the federal government or protected by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death losses 
should submit a notice of loss and an application for payment to their local FSA office by Jan. 30, 2015.  
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FOREIGN BUYERS NOTIFICATION  

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report their hold-
ings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.  
All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction 
to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the 
fair market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are re-
minded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.   

 
MICROLOAN PROGRAM 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial operating needs of begin-
ning, niche and small family farm operations.    
 

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan features a streamlined appli-
cation process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan program will also be useful to specialty crop producers and 
operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).    
 

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop houses to extend the 
growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution 
expenses.  As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or 
obtain financing from a commercial lender under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.  
 

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs available should contact 
their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.   
 

LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.  Loans are available for 
operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches. 
   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding for members of social-
ly disadvantaged applicants.   
 

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because 
of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   
For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, His-
panics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 
 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

Dates to Remember 

 July 15 Reporting deadline for ACRE 

July 15 Crop Reporting Deadline 

August 1 
Deadline for ELAP application for  
losses in 2012 and 2013 

September 30 
NAP Deadline for all fall seeded 
crops and grass seed crops in the 
Northern District 

Selected Interest Rates for 
July  2014 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.125% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.875% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 
Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.125% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
(7 years) 

2.125% 
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