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Compensation for Claims of  
Discrimination 

2011 Farm Service Agency County Committee Election 

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is important to 
ALL farmers and ranchers, whether beginning or long-established, large or small. It is crucial that every 
eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county committees are a link between the 
agricultural community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.   
 

County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of FSA operations.  The intent is to have 
the COC reflect the makeup of the producers and to represent all constituents.  This means wherever 
possible, minorities, women or lower income producers need to be on the committee to speak for these 
underrepresented groups.   
 

This year, Local Administrative Area (LAA) 2 will be 
electing a representative to the Committee. LAA 2 con-
sists of ranches and farms located on the Windward side 
of the island.  It includes the communities of Kaneohe, 
Kahaluu, Ahuimanu, Waiahole, Punaluu, Laie, & Kahuku.   
 

FSA county committee  members apply their judgment 
and knowledge to make local decision and operate within 
official regulations designed to carry out federal rules, 
regulations and laws.  
Election Period 

 June 15, 2011 – COC nomination period begins.  
 Aug. 1, 2011 - COC nomination forms (FSA-669A) due at the local USDA Service Center 
 Nov. 4, 2011 – COC ballots mailed to eligible voters 
 Dec. 5, 2011 - Last day to return completed COC ballots to the USDA Service Center 
 Jan. 2, 2012 - Newly elected COC members take office 

Who Can Hold Office 
To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet the basic eligibility criteria as follows: 

 Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee election 
 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a candidate 

Candidates must not have been: 
 Removed or disqualified from the office of county committee member, alternate or employee 
 Removed for cause from any public office or have been convicted of fraud, larceny, embezzle-

ment or any other felony 
 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed services. 

Nominations 
To become a nominee, eligible individuals must complete & sign attached nomination form FSA-669A. 
The form includes a statement that the nominee agrees to serve if elected. The form is available at USDA 
Service Centers & online:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf 
Nomination forms for the 2011 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service 
Center by close of business on Aug. 1, 2011.   
Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an FSA program may be nominated for candidacy 
for the county committee. Individuals may nominate themselves or others as a candidate. Additionally, 
organizations representing minority and women farmers or ranchers may nominate candidates. Nomina-
tion forms are filed for the county committee of the office that administers a producer’s farm records. 
Who Can Vote 
Agricultural producers of legal voting age (18 years) may be eligible to vote if they participate or cooper-
ate in any FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming 
operations of an entire farm may also be eligible to vote. More information about voting eligibility re-
quirements can be found in the FSA fact sheet titled “FSA County Committee Election - Eligibility to 
Vote and Hold Office as a County Committee Member.” Producers may contact their local Farm Service 
Agency Office for more information. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf�
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic in-
formation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600(voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 
or call (800) 795-3272 (Voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

COMPENSACIÓN POR  
RECLAMACIÓN DE DISCRIMINACIÓN 

 

Si usted considera que el Departamento de Agricultura de Estados Unidos 
(USDA por sus siglas en inglés) le negó indebidamente beneficios de 
préstamos agrícolas entre los años 1981 y 2000 por ser hispano o mujer, 
es posible que cumpla con los requisitos para solicitor compensación. 
Usted podría cumplir con los requisitos si: 
 

1. solicitó del USDA un préstamo agrícola o la prestación de servicios 
de administración de préstamos agrícolas durante ese período, y 

2. el préstamo fue negado, otorgado tarde, aprobado por un monto me-
nor al solicitado o aprobado con condiciones restricti vas, o el USDA 
no prestó un adecuado servicio de admin istración de préstamo, y 

3. usted considera que estos actos ocurrieron por ser usted his pano o 
mujer. 

 

Si desea inscribirse para recibir los documentos para reclamación, puede 
llamar al Centro de Llamadas para Agricultores y Ganaderos al 1-888-
508-4429 o ingresar a la página web: www.farmerclaims.gov. 
 

En el 2011, un administrador de reclamaciones comenzará a enviar por 
correo los documentos para reclamación a quienes los hayan solicitado 
por medio del Centro de Llamadas o la página web. Los documentos para 
reclamaciones incluirán información detallada sobre los requisitos y el 
proceso de reclamaciones. 
 

Para recibir mayor orientación puede comunicarse con un abogado u otro 
proveedor de servicios legales en su comunidad. Si actualmente lo repre-
senta un abogado con respecto a quejas de discriminación o ha iniciado 
una demanda alegando discriminación por el USDA, debe ponerse en 
contacto con su abogado respecto a este proceso de reclamaciones. 

El USDA no le puede proporcionar asesoría legal. 

COMPENSATION FOR  
CLAIMS OF DISCRIMINATION 

 

If you believe that the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) improperly denied farm loan benefits to you between 
1981 and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or because you are fe-
male, you may be eligible to apply for compensation. 
This means you may be eligible if: 
 

1. you sought a farm loan or farm-loan servicing during that pe-
riod; and 

2. the loan was denied, provided late, approved for a lesser 
amount than requested, or approved with restrictive condi-
tions, or USDA failed to provide an appropriate loan service; 
and 

3. you believe these actions were based on your being Hispanic, 
or your being female. 

 

If you want to register your name to receive a claims packet, you 
can call the Farmer and Rancher Call Center at 1-888-508-4429 or 
access the following website: www.farmerclaims.gov 
 

In 2011, a claims administrator will begin mailing claims packages 
to those who have requested one through the Call Center or web-
site. The claims package will have detailed information about the 
eligibility and claims process.   
 

For guidance, you may contact a lawyer or other legal services 
provider in your community. If you are currently represented by 
counsel regarding allegations of discrimination or in a lawsuit 
claiming discrimination, you should contact your counsel regarding 
this claims process. 

USDA Cannot Provide Legal Advice to You. 
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