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Hawaii Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP)
Eligible for all Hawaii Counties

except Honolulu
(Honolulu eligible October 1, 2012)

A federal and state partnership, Hawaii
CREP encourages conservation and envi-
ronmentally sound practices on degraded
lands. Cost share and incentive payments
are part of the Hawaii CREP program to
aid the participants.

The first applicant for Hawaii CREP was
John Lindelow of Ahu Lani Sanctuary.
“Forests make rivers.” Lindelow states,
“Our vision is to bring back the native for-
ests, and the resulting permanent streams,
that used to exist in our ahupua’a on the
North slope of Mauna Kea. The Forest
Stewardship Program and CREP helped
formalize the vision for our 24 acres into a
tangible plan.”

Lindelow further states, “The cost sharing
and incentive payments are huge incen-
tives to become involved with these pro-
grams. Through getting involved with
CREP, we now have great relationships

with NRCS, FSA, DLNR, and the local
watershed partnerships.”

John Lindelow next to Koa
tree planted on his CREP
acres

g,

The Hawaii CREP program will help to
restore riparian forest buffers, wetland
bufters, and other reforestation sites by pri-
marily planting native trees and vegetation
and controlling invasive species.

Working to meet state environmental ob-
jectives and to protect environmentally
sensitive land in Hawaii, Hawaii CREP
seeks to enhance wildlife habitat and con-
trol invasive species, as well as improve
water quality and quantity, increase
groundwater recharge, improve near shore
coral reef health and diversity by filtering
agricultural runoff and increasing water
condensation in critical groundwater re-
charge zones. Hawaii CREP will aid in cre-
ating forest buffer corridors and expanding
critical habitat for many threatened, endan-
gered, and rare species of Hawaii.

Hawaii CREP began on April 1, 2009 with
the islands of Hawaii and Maui. In October
0f 2010 the islands of Molokai and Lanai
were added. This year on October 1, 2011
Kauai became eligible for CREP sign up.
Next year Oahu will also be eligible.

Eligible land includes; (1) cropland planted
or considered planted to an agricultural
commodity 4 of the 6 crop years from 2002
through 2007; (2) land that is suitable for
use as a riparian buffer along eligible
streams, intermittent streams, and certain
upland areas. Eligible buffer widths may
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NOTICE
TO HISPANIC
AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR
RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

Ifyou believe that
the United States
Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 because
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your name
to receive a claims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
S08-442%9 or visit:
wiww. farmerclaims.gov

The daims package
will have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.

USEA o sn sl oppeainiy prrddar i sTpiye

Supporting

Documentation
Deadline
November 4th

Supporting documen-
tation MUST be
submitted to your
local county office by
close of business
November 4, 2011.

extend up to 1,320 feet as determined
needed and feasible by NRCS or a techni-
cal service provider. Land is removed from
agricultural production and converted to
native trees, shrubs, and other vegetation.

Hawaii CREP project area

Through CREP, program participants re-
ceive financial incentives from USDA and
the State of Hawaii to voluntarily enroll in
15 year contracts. Incentive payments in-
clude cost share payments, state and fed-
eral annual rental payments, and signing
and practice incentive payments. Cost
share payments and the state annual rental
payment are not subject to a payment limi-
tation. The other incentive payments
(federal annual rental payment, signing
incentive payment, and practice incentive
payment) are subject to an annual payment
limitation of $50,000.

Hawaiian Legacy Hardwoods (HLH) is a
successful CREP applicant on Hawaii Is-
land who took advantage of the financial
incentives. “HLH has created an evolu-
tionary business model for restoring en-
dangered tropical hardwood forests,”
states Jeff Dunster, Chief Executive Offi-
cer of HLH. “The CREP Program has been
instrumental in helping us achieve our
goals. The cost-share helped launch this
enterprise and has been instrumental in its
growth. If anyone is considering enroll-
ment in CREP you will not be disap-
pointed.”

If you are interested in becoming part of
the Hawaii CREP program or wish to ob-
tain additional information, please contact

your local FSA office.

Farm Safety

According to the National Safety Council,
farming is one of America’s most hazardous
jobs.

Take a look around any farm and you will
see many different types of equipment. The
mechanical aspects of any equipment pre-
sents a real danger. Moving parts can grab
people or clothing.

These hazards, along with pinch points and
missing shields, are dangerous enough for
adults; not to mention children. It is always
advisable to keep children a safe distance
from operating farm equipment. Always use
extra caution when backing up, maneuvering
or using farm machinery.
Ensure everyone is visi-
bly clear and accounted
for before machinery is
engaged.

Other tips to remember around equipment:

e Never ride in the back of a N
pickup truck or on the %
fender of a tractor.

o Never get on a tractor as an
extra rider.

o Stay out of the path of moving equip-
ment.

e Always use protective equipment like
goggles to protect vision and earplugs to
protect hearing.

e Wear appropriate clothes, including

\ sturdy work boots. Don’t wear

baggy or loose clothing around

machinery where it can get
caught.

e Long hair should be tied back or kept
under a cap or hat.

The pesticides and
chemicals that are used
on farms can be ex-
tremely dangerous. These
materials should be kept
locked away in marked
containers with warning
labels. Use caution when
using these chemicals. In
the event that someone is
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Hawaii & Pacific Basin
Farm Service Agency
Offices:

Hawaii & Pacific Basin
FSA State Office

737 Bishop St, Ste 2340
Honolulu, HI 96813

Ph: (808)441-2704
Fax: (808)441-2705

Hawaii County FSA
Hilo

154 Waianuenue Ave,
Rm 102

Hilo, HI 96720

Ph: (808)933-8381 x 1
Fax: (808)933-8345

Kona

The Kona Office is
closed until further notice
- Please call 933-8381

x 1 for service or infor-
mation

Honolulu County FSA
99-193 Aiea Heights Dr,
Suite 114

Aiea, HI 96701

Ph: (808)483-8600 x 2
Fax: (808)483-8615

Kauai County FSA
4334 Rice St, Rm 103
Lihue, HI 96766

Ph: (808)245-9014 x 2
Fax: (808)246-4639

Maui County FSA

77 Hookele St, Ste 201
Kahului, HI 96732

Ph: (808)871-5500 x 2
Fax: (808)873-6183

Guam FSA Office
400 Route 8, Ste 306
Mongmong, GU 96910
Ph: (671)472-7568
Fax: (671)472-7580

American Samoa FSA
Pago Plaza Bldg, Ste
213

Pago Pago, AS 96799
Ph: (684)633-1031 x121
Fax: (684)633-7614

Hours
Monday—Friday
8:00 am—4:30 pm

Website
www.fsa.usda.gov/hi

exposed to dangerous chemicals, call your
local poison control center or the toll-free
poison control number at 800-222-1222.

FSA wants all farmers to be productive
year round, and that begins with putting
safety first.

County Committee Elections

Watch your mailbox for the official County
Office Committee (COC) election ballot
starting early in November. Ballots will be
mailed to all eligible voters starting No-
vember 4, 2011. If for some reason you
don’t receive a ballot, feel free to notify
the county FSA office.

Completed and signed ballots are due back
in the county office by the close of busi-
ness on December 5, 2011.

Livestock
Forage
Disaster
Program

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP) provides compensation to eligible
livestock producers who suffer grazing
losses for covered livestock due to drought
conditions.

Eligible livestock producers may receive
assistance for eligible livestock grazing
losses that occur due to drought on or after
January 1, 2008, and before October 1,
2011, during the calendar year in which the
loss occurs.

Applications for LFP can only be accepted
after the national office has sent notice of a
qualifying drought. (Hawaii and Maui
were the only counties eligible for 2011
LFP.)

For 2011, sign-up applications must be
filed no later than 30 calendar days after
the end of the calendar year in which the
grazing losses occurred. Losses must occur
in the calendar year the application is be-
ing filed.

Additional information about LFP in-
cluding eligible livestock is available at
your local FSA county office or online
at www.fsa.usda.gov.

Emergency Livestock
Assistance Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides compensation to eligi-
ble producers of livestock, honey bees
and farm-raised fish for losses due to
disease, adverse weather, or other loss
conditions, including losses caused by
wildfires. ELAP is for losses that are
not covered by Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP), Livestock Forage Disas-
ter Program (LFP), or Supplemental
Revenue Assistance Program (SURE).

Eligible producers under ELAP may
receive assistance for losses that occur
on or after January 1, 2008, and before
October 1, 2011, during the calendar
year in which the loss occurs. Eligible
losses include feed losses, physical
losses and additional costs incurred in
providing feed to eligible livestock.

There are two parts to the ELAP appli-
cation process:

1. Anotice of loss

2. Application for payment

An application for payment cannot be
filed without a notice of loss.

There are no late filed provisions for
ELAP. Producers with eligible losses
must timely file an acreage report on
grazing land acres, honey bee colonies
and farm-raised fish pond acres.

Eligible physical losses of honey bees
and honey bee hives due to adverse
weather or loss conditions are eligible
under ELAP. Producers will be required
to provide documentation of beginning
and ending inventory of honey bee
colonies when claiming a physical loss
of honey bees or honey bee hives.

Additional ELAP information is avail-
able at FSA county offices or online at
www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program al-
lows producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-
interest financing to build or upgrade farm storage and
handling facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through
FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now required to
provide a down payment of 15 percent, with CCC pro-
viding a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net
cost of the eligible storage facility and permanent dry-
ing and handling equipment. New loan terms of 7, 10,
or 12 years are available depending on the amount of
the loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be differ-
ent and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from
the Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a partial dis-
bursement and the remaining final disbursement. The
partial disbursement will be available after a portion of
the construction has been completed. The final fund
disbursement will be made when all construction is
completed. The maximum amount of the partial dis-
bursement will be 50 percent of the approved total
loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA
county office that maintains the farm’s records. An
FSFL must be approved before any site preparation or
construction can begin.

The following commodities are eligible for farm stor-

age facility loans:

e Renewable biomass

e Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold stor-
age facilities

e Hay

e Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts,
wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested as whole
grain

e Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley har-
vested as other-than-whole grain

o Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and dry peas

For more information about FSFL visit your FSA
county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.

Emergency Loan

Application Deadlines

All Hawaii
Counties
except Kauai

Dec. 8,2011 | Production and Physical
losses, caused by tsunami

waves on March 11, 2011

Acreage Spot Check Determinations
and Notification

Each year the Farm Service Agency (FSA) completes
spot checks of acreage reports. Acreage reports are an
integral part of farm program participation. Acreage
spot checks are completed to ensure accurate acreage
reports are used in farm program computations.

FSA will conduct spot checks on a selected number of
farms in each state. All acreage determinations will be

completed using the FSA Geographic Information Sys-
tem (GIS) official acreages.

After farms are spot checked, a Notice of Determined
Acreage will be sent to the farm operator. Producer no-
tifications will be issued by FSA as spot checks are
completed.

Questions concerning determined acres should be di-
rected to your local FSA office for further explanation.

=

FarmLoanPrograms

Farm Loan Program Limits

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing
family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit
needs. If you are having trouble getting the credit you
need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, di-
rect and guaranteed loans are currently available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve
had a setback and your lender is reluctant to renew your
loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be
obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to
$300,000. Guaranteed loans have a maximum limit of
$1,214,000 starting on October 1, 2011.

The one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA
guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans has in-
creased from 1 percent to 1.5 percent of the guaranteed
portion of the loan, for loans obligated after October 1,
2011.

To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact
your FSA county office staff.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 4


http://www.fsa.usda.gov�

Beginning and Limited Resource
Farmers

Farm Service Agency assists beginning farmers, racial

minorities, and females with financing through either

direct or guaranteed loans. A beginning farmer is

defined as a person who:

o Has operated a farm not more than 10 years

o Will materially and substantially participate in the
operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, bor-
rower training and financial management program
sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the
county’s median size.

Additional program information, loan applications,
and other materials are available at your local FSA
county office. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Interest Rates for
October 2011

Farm Operating - Direct 1.75%

Farm Ownership - Direct 4.25%

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay- | 1.500%
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher

Emergency 3.750%

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)
Increases Guaranteed Loan Limit

The loan limit for the Guaranteed Loan Program has
increased to $1,214,000. The limit is adjusted annually
based on the “Prices Paid to Farmers Index” compiled
by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).

“Raising the guaranteed loan limit will allow FSA to
better meet the financial needs of eligible farmers and
ranchers in Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, and the
Northern Mariana Islands,” said Diane Ley, State Ex-
ecutive Director for Hawaii and Pacific Basin FSA.
“Farming and ranching are capital-intensive business
activities. Costs for inputs, fuel and equipment are
climbing every year.”

Another change to the guaranteed loan program affects
the one-time loan guarantee fee charged on all FSA
loans obligated after October 1, 2011. The one-time
loan guarantee fee increased from 1.0 percent to 1.5
percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan.

During Fiscal Year 2011, the capital FSA extended to
Hawaii and Pacific Basin farmers and ranchers totaled
$5.28 million. That represents 121 direct and guaran-
teed loans made by FSA staff to producers. Notably,
loans to beginning farmers, racial minorities, and fe-
males comprised 90% of the total.

Guaranteed Loans by FSA allow other lenders to pro-
vide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the
lender’s normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and
ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a com-
mercial lender, and the lender arranges for the guaran-
tee. Farm Service Agency typically guarantees up to 90
percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan.
Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership
and operating purposes.

Producers who are unable to obtain financing through a
commercial lender or through a guaranteed loan, could
be eligible for an FSA Direct Loan. These Direct Loans
have a limit of $300,000 with the exception of Emer-
gency Loans with a ceiling of $500,000. The maximum
allowable combined guaranteed and direct indebtedness
is now $1,514,000.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs,
please contact an FSA Farm Loan staff member near
you by calling a local FSA Office or by calling
808-441-2704, extension 2.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 5
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RTCP Documentation due in County
Office November 4, 2011

Producers who have applied for Reimbursement of
Transportation Costs Payment Program benefits must
submit supporting documentation to their County Of-
fice by close of business November 4, 2011.

Dates to Remember

Nov. 4, 2011 | RTCP Supporting Documentation
due in County Office by close of
business

Nov. 4, 2011 | COC Ballots Mailed to Producers

Nov. 14, 2011 | Sign-up for 2010 SURE program
begins

Dec. 5, 2011 |Last Day to Return COC Election
Ballots to your County Office

Jan. 30, 2012 | Sign-up applications for LFP due
in County Office

SURE sign-up for 2010 begins
November 14, 2011

Sign-up for 2010 Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program begins on November 14, 2011.

o ’

County Happenings

Oct. 13, 2011 | Risk Management Workshop -
5to 7:30 pm | Pearl City Urban Garden Center,
Oahu

Oct. 20, 2011 | Hilo Federal Building Rededication
Celebration

Oct. 20, 2011 | Maui County Committee Meeting

November Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council
18 - 19, 2011 | Annual Convention - Waikoloa,
Hawaii Island

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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