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Attention Apple Users 
If you are an Apple user who receives online communications through GovDelivery from 
your state or local FSA office using the mail app on your iPhone or iPad, you may have 
noticed a problem with hyperlinks in the table of contents. The GovDelivery vendor is 
working to resolve the issue. In the meantime, you can use the macro to view the 
newsletter or bulletin as a web page and will be able to use the hyperlinked table of 
contents. To open the macro, look for the statement below in the bulletin or newsletter 
and click “View it as a Web page.”  

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.   

There are no reported problems from android mobile device users at this time.  

 
Update, Reconstitute??? A Bit Confused FSA Can 
Help. 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of 
address or zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be 
reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease 
or purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and 
NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the 
County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.  

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your 
records.    

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/14265e7
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=de&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/13c578f
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Farm Reconstitutions 

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is 
necessary. The reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms 
or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon.  

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among 
heirs in settling an estate;  

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or 
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm 
ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred 
to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned 
for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding;  

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP 
cropland for each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;  

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the 
bases attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.  

 
Did You Know...? 
Changing Administrative Counties 

Producers who wish to transfer their farm records to a different administrative county for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 must file a request no later than August 1, 2016. Restrictions do 
apply when transferring to an office other than the county in which the land is physically 
located. Contact your local FSA office for more information.  

Breaking New Ground 

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out 
new ground for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a 
producer’s federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that 
must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.   

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and 
rotational requirements as specified in their conservation plan.    

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or 
drainage type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as 
clearing any trees to create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to 
ensure such work will not risk your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land 
Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the 
proposed action and allow FSA to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is necessary.    

 
Regional Climate Change Hubs 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack established the first ever USDA Regional Climate 
Change Hubs in February 2014 at seven locations around the country to provide more 
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information to farmers, ranchers and forest landowners on the increasing risks of fires, 
pests, floods, and droughts associated with a changing climate. For general information 
on Climate Hubs, 
visit  http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/sites/default/files/USDA%20Regional%20Hub
s%20for%20Risk%20Adaptation%20and%20Mitigation%20to%20Climate%20Change%2
02015.pdf  For information on the Climate Hub in your Region, visit 
http://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov and Click on the region to learn more.  

 

 
2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Enrollment Ending 
Producers who chose coverage from the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit FSA county offices 
through Aug. 1, 2016, to sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016.   

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, producers must 
still enroll their farm by signing a contract each year to receive coverage.  

http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/sites/default/files/USDA%20Regional%20Hubs%20for%20Risk%20Adaptation%20and%20Mitigation%20to%20Climate%20Change%202015.pdf
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/sites/default/files/USDA%20Regional%20Hubs%20for%20Risk%20Adaptation%20and%20Mitigation%20to%20Climate%20Change%202015.pdf
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/sites/default/files/USDA%20Regional%20Hubs%20for%20Risk%20Adaptation%20and%20Mitigation%20to%20Climate%20Change%202015.pdf
http://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/


Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a farm is 
not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial 
assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the historical price 
or revenue benchmarks established by the program.  

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when 
there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities include 
barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, 
peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), 
safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered 
commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Emergency Loans ...Am I Eligible?  
Use for Secretarial Disaster Declarations: 

New Castle, Kent, and Sussex County declared primary/contiguous disaster due to drought and heat using 
the streamlined Secretarial Disaster Designation process. Under this designation, producers with operations 
in any primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.   

The streamlined disaster designation process issues a drought disaster declaration when a county has 
experienced a drought intensity value of at least a D2 (severe drought) level for eight consecutive weeks 
based on the U.S. Drought Monitor during the crop year. 

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and 
other natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA 
will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security 
available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical 
losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

Use for Presidential Disaster Declarations: 

New Castle, Kent, and Sussex County Eligible for Emergency Loans Following Presidential Disaster 
Declaration 

New Castle, Kent, and Sussex County were declared primary/contiguous disaster due to severe  winter 
storms, snowstorms and flooding. Under this designation, producers with operations in any primary or 
contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and 
other natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA 
will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security 
available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical 
losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/disaster-designation-information/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/disaster-designation-information/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/disaster-designation-information/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit Specialty 
Crop and Diversified Producers  
Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants  

Producers who apply for FSA farm loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss 
protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-insurable crops, so this is 
especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty crop growers.  

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for basic loss 
coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium.  

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent 
of production.  Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing and 
energy crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 
90 days after the normal application closing date when they also apply for FSA credit.  

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible for a 50 
percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 percent of expected 
production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may work with FSA to protect value-
added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their fair market value in those 
markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted coverage are American Indians or 
Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, 
and women.  

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and microloans that 
have a streamlined application process.   

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved farmer, to be 
eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at 
https://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNTEzLjQ0OTUwNTUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDUxMy40NDk1MDU1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTI2NTkzJmVtYWlsaWQ9aXNhYmVsLmJlbmVtZWxpc0B3ZGMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWlzYWJlbC5iZW5lbWVsaXNAd2RjLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://offices.usda.gov
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