
FSA F A R M N E W S News for  People  
Interested in Agriculture 

Time To Call for your Crop Reporting Appointment 
 
 When you have finished planting your crops it will be time to report your acreage at the 
Farm Service Agency.  Please call for an appointment so that we will have your farm 
maps and information ready when you come in.  This will enable us to record your acre-
age and update any necessary paperwork in the most efficient manner.  It is recommended 
that you report to FSA prior to your Crop Insurance Agent 
so that the same information is reported to both agencies.  
 Please remember that filing an accurate acreage re-
port for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage 
and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of 
benefits for Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP).  
Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the 
disaster event and before disposition of the crop. Pre-
vented planting must be reported no later than 15 days 
after the final planting date. 
 Acreage reports are required to remain eligible for 
Farm Service Agency programs.  Acreage reports are to 
be certified by July 15 for all crops.  For crops planted 
after July 15, they must be reported within 2 weeks of 
planting.   
 
COC Election Nominations 
 
 From June 15 through Aug. 3, farmers and ranchers 
can nominate eligible peers as candidates for election to the Hartford/Tolland County Farm 
Service Agency County Committee.  This is an important time for Local Administrative Area 
communities, because county committee members make decisions that have significant 
effects on you and the area’s agricultural sector as a whole.  For example, committee mem-
bers make decisions on applications for federal farm program and disaster payments. Com-
mittee members play a vital role by helping local farmers and ranchers manage tough finan-
cial times and natural disasters. 
The towns that are included in the election nominations are:  Canton, Simsbury, Bloom-
field, Burlington, Avon, Farmington, West Hartford, Hartford, East Hartford, Manches-
ter, Bristol , Plainville, New Britain, Newington, Wethersfield, Southington, Berlin, 
Rocky Hill, Windsor, East Windsor, South Windsor 
 To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet basic eligibility re-
quirements. Contact the county office staff or visit 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections for details about candidate eligibility. 
Nomination forms can be obtained at the county office or online at the above address. 
Remember, the nomination period runs June 15 through Aug. 3. Voting takes place in the 
fall. 
 
DCP Enrollment Deadline Extended to August 14, 2009 
 
 USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has extended the sign-up deadline for the 2009 
Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) to Aug. 14, 2009.  While the sign-up deadline is 
extended, the cut-off for participation remains Sept. 30, 2009.  Those producers failing to 
sign up by August 14, 2009 will pay a late-file fee of $100.  Enrollment in DCP for the 2009 
contract period began Oct. 1, 2008, and was scheduled to end on June 1, 2009.  The exten-
sion applies only to the enrollment period and does not extend the DCP contract period.  
DCP provides payments to eligible producers on farms enrolled for the 2002 through 2009 
crop years.  There are two types of DCP payments—direct payments and counter-cyclical 
payments.  Both are computed using the base acres and payment yields established for the 
farm. 
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Bank Account Changes   
  
 Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank account.  In order for 
timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office staff if your account has been changed or 
if another financial institution purchases your bank.  Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates 
to your account and routing numbers.  
 
2009 Crop Conditions 
If weather conditions affect your 2009 crop you must document those problems.  

 If you have Crop Insurance-call your crop insurance agent.  Also, notify your agent now if you are prevented 
from planting your crops.  Some policies cover prevented panting. 

 If you have NAP coverage– contact our office within 15 days after the damaging weather occurs.   
The FSA County Office documents monthly crop conditions.  These reports are used to document any requests for 
disaster or emergency assistance.  If it is not in the FSA County  Committee report, then it did not happen.  Call our 
office if you want to document any crop conditions: Insects, Weather, Wildlife, etc. 
 

New Farm Bill means New Forms for all Producers 
 
 With the new Farm Bill comes new forms for all producers.  When you set up your appointment for reporting acres 
you will be asked to fill out new forms for the 2009 year, if you have not already done so.  This will update your eligibility 
for USDA payments and benefits.  Producers are responsible to report changes in the farming operation such as a 
change to an LLC or Corporation.   

Newsletter by E-Mail? 
 
 If you would like to receive our newsletter by email, please call our office.  We will take your email address and 
note it in our records so that you may receive the latest newsletter and any new information. 
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