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Mendocino/Lake County FSA Updates

DEAR PRODUCERS: Welcome to the new GovDelivery bulletins and updates service from your County FSA
office. Note that you are welcome to request to receive bulletins from more than one county and can add or
remove individual subscriptions at any time.
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Mendocino County Approved for
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)

On September 12, 2012 Mendocino County was approved for Emergency
Conservation Program (ECP) funding to assist ag producers with damages
due to lightning sparked fires.

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) program was established to
rehabilitate farmlands and conservation facilities damaged by a natural
disaster. ECP provides up to 75% in cost-share assistance to eligible
producers for the following practices:

EC-1 Removing Debris from Farmland
This practice removes debris on farmland, including farmsteads and access
roadways on farms, and returns the land to agricultural use.

EC-2 Grading, Shaping, Re-leveling, or Similar Measures
This practice grades, shapes and levels land that has been damaged by a
natural disaster and returns it to agriculture us. Practices include:

a. Grading, shaping a filling gullies created by the disaster;

b. Re-leveling of previously irrigated farmland,;

c. Removing humps, ridges, or depressions if they cause water to pond
on the land surface;

d. Incorporating sand or silt deposits into the soil;

e. Re-establishing permanent vegetative cover in areas where all of the

following are present:
i.  Grading and shaping is required for rehabilitation of the area;
i.  The pre-existing permanent vegetative cover was destroyed;
iii.  The area involved would be subject to critical wind or water
erosion unless the cover is re-established.

EC-3 Restoring Permanent Fences
This practice restores or replaces fences damaged by a natural disaster and
restores the land to a productive agricultural use. Cross fences, boundary

fences and cattle gates are also available for cost-share.

EC-4 Restoring Conservation Structures



This practice restores conservation structures and installations damaged by
a natural disaster. Cost-share is available for:
Dams, ponds, and other water impoundments for agriculture uses;
Sod waterways;
Installed open or closed drainage systems;
Diversions or spreader ditches;
Terrace systems;
Structures for the protection of outlets or water channels before the

isaster;
Wells;
Springs;
Pipelines;
Buried mainlines;
k. Ditches or other permanently installed systems;
l. Permanent vegetative cover including re-establishment where
needed in conjuction with:

i Eligible structures;

ii. Installations to prevent critical erosion and siltation
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Items Eligible for Cost-share Assistance:
Labor
New or used materials
Sales Tax
Services

Items ineligible for Cost-share Assistance:
. Mowing pastures

Measures to control inspects or rodents

Measures to treat plant diseases or nematodes

Engineering charges or permit fees

Consultants fees, unless specifically permitted in the practice write-up

Chopping or shredding residues from crops for insect control

Providing land

Right to use land or water

Power sources

0 Note: Solar and wind-based power sources may be eligible if
they are determined to be the least costly alternative in providing electric
fence or water for livestock.

Meeting supplemental requirements, such as abstaining from
harvesting

Producer’s own transportation costs

Weed control measures

Loss of or reduction in revenue because of the disaster

Rent or other cost of using land

Costs of pumps and pumping accessories, except for permanently
installed submersible pumps in wells during drought emergencies

Dry wells

Donated material
For more information about ECP please contact the Mendocino/Lake
County Farm Service Agency office at (707) 468-9225 x 2.

County Committee Election

2012 County Committee election ballots will be sent to producers beginning
in November.

In Mendocino County Local Administrative Area (LAA) 1 is up for election.
The following individuals were nominated:

LAA 1 (Southwestern Mendocino County) : Lawrence Mailliard

In Lake County LAA 5 is up for election. The following individuals were
nominated:

LAA 5 (Southern Lake County) : Nellie Dorn



Producers are encourged to vote and return their ballots by the December 1,
2012 deadline.

NAP Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by
any producer with an interest in the crop. The timely filing of a Notice of Loss is required for ALL CROPS
INCLUDING GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 days of
the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final
planting date for the crop.

If you believe you have had weather-related damage to your crop, contact the FSA office immediately.

Hispanic and Women Discrimination Claims

The process to resolve claims of discrimination by USDA asserted by some Hispanic and women farmers is
nearing the phase when a claims packet will be made available for potential claimants. A court supervised third-
party administrative process is available for claimants to submit claims and receive compensation for losses they
may have incurred as a result of discrimination in loan making and loan services. If you believe you have been
discriminated against by USDA between 1981 and 200 because you are Hispanic or female, call the toll-free
number or visit the website to receive a claims packet or get further information. You can call 1- 888-508-4429 or
visit www.farmerclaims.gov. Once the claims period is announced claimants will have 180 days (6 months) to
complete the claim form and submit the claims.

Youth Loans

FSA makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects in connection with 4-H
clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the
organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business
and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa,
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA'’s general eligibility requirements

Reside in a rural area, city or town with a population of 50,000 or fewer people

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance
from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the project and the loan, along with providing
adequate supervision.
Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. The FSA staff can help you
with questions you may have about a particular program.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA,
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9450, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800)
877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).



