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Direct and Counter Cyclical Program
Signup Underway

The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012, authorized a one-year extension
of the DCP program. Enrollment began on February 19, 2013 and ends

on August 2, 2013. This program provides income support to producers
based on historical acreage and yields on specific commodities. Producers
must share in the risk of producing the crop, report all cropland on the farm,
comply with HEL land conservation and Wetland provisions, comply with
average adjusted gross income limitation provisions, meet the requirements
to be actively engaged in farming and use base acres for agricultural

use. Under the ACRE program, producers may receive revenue-based
payments instead of price-based payments under DCP. Please call the
office for an appointment prior to coming to the office.

New Microloan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to
better serve the unique financial operating needs of beginning, niche and the
smallest of family farm operations.

The program will operate similar to the Operating Loan program but will
include reduced requirements for managerial experience and loan security,
as well as reduced paperwork. The microloan program can be used for such
expenses as annual crop inputs, marketing and distribution expenses,
purchase of livestock and equipment, and minor farm improvements such as
wells and coolers. Eligible applicants may obtain a microloan for up to
$35,000. The repayment term may vary and will not exceed seven years.
Annual operating loans are typically repaid within 12-18 months of when the
loan is closed. Please call the Farm Loan Team in the Visalia office if you
have questions regarding this program at (559) 734-8732 Extension 2.

Information from Natural Resources Conservation Service

(NRCS)

There are two workshops scheduled for farmers and dairymen in the Kings, Tulare, and Fresno County
areas. Come find out about this new program and how it can help you on your farm or dairy. NRCS staff will be
on hand to answer questions and take your application. You can also apply at your local office before March 15,

2013.
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Deadline is approaching fast so don’t miss this opportunity.

Workshop Wednesday March 6th, 2013
Location: 680 Campus Dr., Ag Multipurpose Room, Hanford, CA 93230
Time: 8:30 to 12pm

Workshop Wednesday March 6th, 2013
Location: 4625 W. Jennifer Ste. 125, Fresno, CA 93722
Time: 1pm to 4:30pm

$1 Million Available to Farmers and Dairies in Kings River Area for Conservation Improvements

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in California, in conjunction with Kings River
Conservation District, is announcing today that $1 million is available for irrigated cropland farmers and dairy
producers in portions of Fresno, Kings and Tulare Counties.

This financial assistance is being made available through the Bay Delta Initiative (BDI), created in 2011 to help
farmers in California’s Central Valley apply enhanced water quality improvement practices in a multi-year
process. Additionally, this effort will support work sponsored by Resource Conservation Districts and other
partners to benefit water quality and wildlife habitat. BDI is one of a dozen NRCS national initiatives aimed at
assisting farmers with conservation practices using a landscape-level approach. Applications are due March 15,
2013.

Funds will be allocated to managers of cropland and animal feeding operations. In addition, funds will be
allocated for nutrient management plans that will apply nutrients at agronomic levels while addressing water
quality resource concerns. BDI funds will focus on practices and systems to address the following priority
resource concerns:

Cropland: Improve water quality by reducing pesticides and other pollutants that enter local streams, rivers
and groundwater. Improve irrigation efficiency on cropland by installing more efficient irrigation systems and by
adopting irrigation water management techniques.

Animal Feeding Operations (AFOs): Improve and protect water quality by installing practices that will
address resource issues and opportunities associated with dairy and confined animal operations.

Eligible producers who submit applications and other required documents by close of business on March 15,
2013, will be considered for this funding cycle. Funding decisions will be made according to the highest priority
list of screened and ranked applications available at that time. Applications will continue to be accepted after the
deadline, but ranking and funding decisions will be deferred until the next funding cycle.

Interested producers in Fresno, Kings and Tulare counties should contact the following NRCS offices for more
information:

e Fresno County: NRCS Fresno Service Center, 4625 W. Jennifer Ave., Suite 125, Fresno, CA 93722, or
call (559) 276-7494.

e Kings County: NRCS Hanford Service Center, 680 Campus Dr., Suite E, Hanford, CA 93230, or call
(559) 584-92009.

e  Tulare County: NRCS Visalia Service Center, 3530 W. Orchard Court, Visalia, CA 93277, or call (559)
734-8732.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA,
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9450, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-
8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).
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